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Livestock Department Leads National Strategy 
to Prevent Foot-and-Mouth Disease
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Livestock remains central to the survival and 
identity of  many households in Lesotho, 
yet in districts such as Mohale’s Hoek and 

Leribe, farmers are increasingly struggling to 
feed both their animals and their families as de-
teriorating grazing lands and climate shocks take 
a growing toll.

Once known for its rich grasslands and 
high-quality meat, especially poultry, the districts 
are now grappling with widespread rangeland 
degradation caused by overgrazing, invasive spe-
cies, land scarcity, and erratic weather patterns.

Across villages like Phamong, communal graz-
ing areas have thinned dramatically, and farmers 
say the pastures no longer behave as they once 
did: “Rains arrive unpredictably, droughts linger, 
and sudden storms wash away valuable soil.”

“Outside of  the unpredictable weather, we do 
not have mechanised modes of  farming or any 
enabling resources to ease farming activities. We 
currently use our animals, and that takes forever. 
We need tractors,” said Thato Lechato, a farmer 
from Phamong, describing the challenges wit-
nessed over recent years.

These mounting pressures have made live-
stock production increasingly uncertain, threat-
ening the primary economic pillar for rural fam-
ilies.

According to the Bureau of  Statistics, be-
tween 2022 and 2023, 5,510 sheep died in Mo-
hale’s Hoek alone from Pulpy Kidney, a deadly 
bacterial disease that thrives when animals are 
suddenly fed rich, high-carbohydrate fodder. 
Goats also suffered massively, with about 55,141 

from diarrhoea, Blue Tongue, Pulpy Kidney, and 
Black Quarter recorded.

Recognising the urgency of  the situation, 
the Rural Self-Help Development Associa-
tion (RSDA), with support from ReNOKA, 
launched training sessions in Mohale’s Hoek and 
Leribe, intending to equip farmers with skills in 
fodder production and rangeland management.

The goal is to help communities supplement 
natural grazing, restore degraded land, and en-
hance resilience to climate change.

During a recent dialogue in Phamong, Mo-
hale’s Hoek District, RSDA Managing Director 
Mampho Thulo reminded farmers of  the dis-
trict’s historic strength in livestock production.

“One thing you might not be aware of  is that 
meat from this district, especially chicken, is the 
best meat there is. This is why thieves steal your 
livestock and sell it for a fortune in places like 
Vanderbijlpark in South Africa. This is all thanks 
to your fodder,” Thulo said.

Farmers were invited to share pressing is-
sues hindering their production, and most cited 
land scarcity as their imminent problem, noting 
that most arable plots are already used for food 
crops, leaving little space for fodder cultivation.

Thulo stressed that proper fodder manage-
ment is key to prevention, alongside vaccina-
tion. “This means you will have to introduce 
new feeds gradually to your livestock. When 
changing diets, especially to high-energy feeds, 
farmers need to do so slowly to allow the ani-

movement, which helps prevent bacterial over-
growth,” she explained.

Zenkane Motakabone, a representative of  
fodder producers in the district, stressed that 
their main challenge is limited ploughing space.

“…We therefore have to prioritise between 
feeding ourselves and our animals,” he said.

Declining Grazelands Threaten 
Rural Livelihoods as Farmers 
Turn to Fodder Production

He indicated that through fodder production, 
farmers can make better use of  limited land by 
storing feed for future use, particularly during 
dry seasons when natural grazing is scarce.

“This practice reduces livestock losses caused 
by hunger and poor nutrition, while improving 
animal health and productivity. By securing a 
reliable feed supply, households are able to pro-
tect the value of  their animals, which serve as 
a source of  income, food, draught power, and 
social security. In this way, fodder production 
strengthens household resilience and ensures 
that livestock continue to support livelihoods 
even in times of  land scarcity and climate stress,” 
he advocated.

Climate change emerged as another primary 
concern, with participants pointing to unpre-
dictable patterns that directly affect the quantity 
and quality of  grazing land.

“We would like to know if  there can be assis-
tance for proper irrigation systems as we already 
have water scarcity. Our main source of  water is 
rain,” Lechato quizzed.

As part of  the training, RSDA and ReNOKA 
demonstrated how different fodder crops can 
reduce the burden on communal pastures, high-
lighting lucerne and cereal crops such as maize, 
sorghum, and barley, as well as soybean, suitable 
for hay, silage, and feed meal.

These alternatives, as highlighted in the train-
ing, provide households with realistic, affordable 
methods to improve livestock nutrition while 
helping degraded grazing areas recover.

Lehlohonolo ‘Mochoa, from the Research de-
partment, warned that the decline of  rangelands 
poses a wider threat to national food security, 
citing poor pasture conditions that lead to weak-
er livestock, lower milk and meat production, 
and increased vulnerability during droughts, 
factors that directly undermine rural livelihoods.

“Our land is bare, and planting fodder can 
help take it back to its former state,” ‘Mochoa 
said.

“Fodder crops, especially perennial grasses 
and trees, establish extensive and deep root sys-
tems that bind the soil together, preventing soil 
loss from wind and water erosion. The dense 
ground cover they provide also slows down sur-
face water runoff.

“Also, many fodder species, particularly leg-
umes like clover, vetch, and certain trees, are 

gen and convert it into a form plants can use, 
enriching the soil and reducing or eliminating 
the need for synthetic fertilisers. As fodder crops 
grow and shed leaves or decompose, they add 

soil. This organic material improves soil struc-

overall soil food web,” he explained.
He noted that by implementing these natural 

processes, planting fodder helps to reverse the 
degradation of  barren land, making it more fer-
tile, productive, and sustainable over the long 
term.

ReNOKA, an organisation stemming from a 
recognition of  severe environmental challenges 
in Lesotho, including land degradation, soil ero-
sion, which costs the country an estimated 2% 
of  topsoil annually, and the impacts of  climate 

emphasises that Lesotho, often called the “wa-
ter tower” of  Southern Africa, supplies about 
40% of  the Orange-Senqu River’s annual run-
off, making its ecological health crucial for the 
entire region, including South Africa, Botswana, 
and Namibia.

The core purpose of  ReNOKA is to imple-
ment an integrated catchment management 
(ICM) approach to address these issues by pro-
tecting and conserving water resources, wet-
lands, and ecosystems, reducing soil erosion and 

building climate resilience, ensuring a sustainable 
water supply for current and future generations, 
and improving urban and rural livelihoods while 
fostering economic development.

These core functions were shared by Makat-
leho Serobanyane, ReNOKA’s Community Liai-

training session held by both the organisation 
and RSDA in Mphosong, Leribe.

It is in this district that a young farmer, Thora 
Mathibeli, shared his fodder production jour-
ney with farmers who had gathered there from 
all parts of  Leribe. He mentioned that, as an 
emerging fodder farmer, he encourages Baso-
tho to produce lucerne hay, among other fodder 
types.

“Lucerne can withstand harsh weather condi-
tions and is usually an ideal crop to plant around 

is its high protein content, which is essential for 

EnvironmentNews

By Tumelo Taole

the growth and maintenance of  muscle tissue. 
This makes it an ideal feed for growing animals, 
as well as for adult animals that are being used 
for work or competition.

“The high digestibility of  lucerne hay also 
means that animals can extract more nutrients 
from their feed, which can help to reduce feed 
costs,” Mathibeli shared.

He added that lucerne hay is also rich in min-
erals and vitamins, including calcium, phospho-
rus, and vitamins A and D, which are essential 

content, which can range from 20 to 30 per cent, 
makes it an excellent choice for animals that 
need to maintain a healthy digestive system. The 

tioning properly, which can help to prevent di-
gestive problems such as colic.

It is in Leribe, Makhoaneng, Pitseng, where 
farmers were reminded that understanding how 
different animals graze is essential to managing 
and protecting their land.

Speaking during the workshop, Thee Motseri 
from the Department of  Range Resources Man-
agement explained that animals do not feed the 
same way: “Horses pick grass, cows graze over 
it, while other animals nibble. These differences 
may seem small, but they shape how rangelands 
respond to pressure and how long they remain 
productive.”

This knowledge formed a crucial part of  the 
training on fodder production.

“When farmers understand how each animal 
interacts with the land, they can make better 
decisions about grazing patterns, resting pe-
riods, and the types of  fodder to plant. It also 
helps ensure that both the natural rangelands 

sustainable, and capable of  supporting livestock 
throughout the year,” Motseri said.

According to Farmkeep’s research, different 
species have unique nutritional needs. Dairy cat-
tle need energy-dense and protein-rich fodder 
like maize silage or alfalfa, while goats and sheep 

grain-based feed.
The research noted that the best fodder is 

one that is locally available, affordable, and sus-
tainable. Using regionally grown crops or farm 
by-products helps reduce feeding costs and en-
sures a consistent supply year-round.
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SADC Parliaments Commit to Climate 
Justice for Women and Youth

The Fisheries and 
Aquaculture 
Policy Validated

The Southern African Development Com-
munity Parliamentary Forum (SADC PF) 
concluded its 58th Plenary Assembly in 

Durban with a strong commitment to acceler-
ated parliamentary action on climate change, 
focusing on the protection of  women and youth 
who are disproportionately affected by climate 
impacts across the region.

The Assembly, held from 30 November to 
5 December 2025, convened under the theme: 
“The Impact of  Climate Change on Women 
and Youth in the SADC Region and the Role of  
Parliaments in Climate Change Mitigation and 
Adaptation.” 

Delegates included Speakers and Members 
of  Parliament from 14 SADC member states, as 
well as civil society representatives, youth advo-
cates and regional partners.

By Ntsoaki Motaung

By Lungile Maseela

Investment INVESTMENT

Despite the country’s extensive water re-
sources, including the Senqu River system, 
high-altitude reservoirs such as Katse and 
Mohale Dams, and numerous small inland 

remained underdeveloped. 

ly under outdated regulatory frameworks, 
while aquaculture production is dominated 
by a small number of  commercial trout farms 
serving export markets. As a result, national 

of  11 kg, highlighting the urgent need for a 
coherent production and governance strategy.

The validated policy seeks to address these 
structural gaps by introducing a coordinated, 
modern governance framework anchored in 
sustainability, inclusivity, and evidence-based 
planning. It prioritises food and nutrition 
security, ecosystem-based management, re-
search and data systems, climate resilience, 
gender and youth inclusion and responsible 
investment. One of  its key targets is to in-

ric tonnes by 2035, with a stronger focus on 

domestic supply.
At the heart of  the policy is governance 

reform. 
The framework proposes modernising out-

dated legislation, most notably the Freshwater 
Fish Proclamation of  1951 and strengthening 
institutional coordination, compliance, moni-
toring and enforcement systems. It also facil-
itates the formalisation of  community-based 

producers to operate in a regulated and sup-
portive environment.

The policy further introduces ecosys-
tem-based management approaches to ad-
dress environmental risks such as water pol-
lution, habitat degradation and climate-related 
shocks. It promotes climate-smart aquaculture 
practices, biodiversity protection and pollu-
tion control measures to ensure the long-term 
sustainability of  aquatic resources.

Recognising persistent inequality in the 
sector, the policy places a strong empha-
sis on gender and youth integration, calling 
for targeted capacity-building programmes, 
improved access to quality seed and feed, 
strengthened extension services and better 
market linkages for small-scale and rural pro-
ducers. Food safety, aquatic animal health and 
value chain development are also central pil-

and expanding market opportunities.
Presenting the policy roadmap, FAO Sen-

outlined the evidence-driven process behind 
the framework, which included a national aq-
uaculture baseline study, stakeholder consulta-
tions and multiple technical reviews. This pro-
cess ensured the policy addressed governance 
weaknesses, ecological constraints and invest-

FAO Assistant Representative Mokitinya-
na Nthimo stated that the policy represents a 
shift from fragmented interventions towards a 

“FAO’s role in this policy is capacity build-
ing and technical support. We are encouraged 

and aquaculture value chain,” he said.
Minister of  Agriculture, Food Security and 

Nutrition, Hon. Thabo Mofosi, noted that the 

eries as a recreational activity to recognising 
it as a productive economic and food system 
sector aligned with national development pri-
orities.

Once adopted, the policy is expected to 

research and data systems, promote responsi-

cantly expand production in both aquaculture 

In her opening remarks, SADC PF Secre-
tary-General Boemo Sekgoma underscored 
the increasing frequency and severity of  cli-

and droughts, which lead to water scarcity, food 
insecurity, and social disruption. 

She emphasised that these crises require ur-
gent legislative and oversight action from re-
gional parliaments.

Acting President of  South Africa, Paul 
Mashatile, highlighted the gendered nature of  
climate impacts, noting that women, as primary 
providers of  food, water and fuel, are dispro-
portionately affected. 

He warned that climate-induced disruptions 
exacerbate maternal mortality, gender-based 
violence, exploitation, and child marriages. Fur-
thermore, young people, who comprise over 60 

per cent of  the population, face diminishing 
economic, educational and social opportunities.

tions from the Regional Women’s Parliamenta-
ry Caucus and the Southern Africa Youth Par-
liament (SAYP). The youth delegation, led by 
Princess Mojapelo, urged legislators to recognise 
young people as active leaders rather than future 

of  mechanisms for youth-led climate action. 
They also celebrated the formation of  the 

SADC PF Youth Caucus and called for its full 
operationalisation to enhance legislative engage-
ment and regional coordination.

Host Speaker of  the National Assembly of  

ed that parliaments play a central role in devel-
oping and enforcing climate policies. 

She urged delegates to move beyond mere 
rhetoric and deliver effective, accountable, and 
inclusive legislation to mitigate climate risks and 
encourage adaptation.

Key resolutions adopted during the Plena-
ry include; mainstreaming climate change into 
national and regional legislative agendas, with 
a particular focus on gender and youth vul-
nerabilities, strengthening policy and oversight 
mechanisms to ensure effective mitigation and 
adaptation strategies, institutionalising youth 
participation through the SADC PF Youth 
Caucus and Southern Africa Youth Parliament 
as well as advancing the transformation of  the 

SADC Regional Parliament, with enhanced 
powers to harmonise climate and development 
policies across member states.

Lesotho has taken a decisive step toward 

sector with the validation of  the Leso-
tho Fisheries and Aquaculture Policy (2025–

ance framework for the industry. 

aquaculture as strategic contributors to food 
security, nutrition, employment and economic 

historically fragmented and informal state.
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2025 has been a long 
and eventful year for 
Lesotho’s agricultural 

I have written, I feel a profound sense of  pride. Seahlolo 
has successfully created a platform where agriculture is 
no longer background noise but a subject that is seen, dis-

cussed and appreciated as news.
This year, I navigated a wide 

2025
Reflections Of

2026
26 Deceber 2025 - 29 January 2026

various facets of  our agricul-
tural sector, from the harsh 
realities of  climate change 

to the impact of  the SADP II programme, which has led 
to tangible progress. I have edited stories of  government 
interventions characterised by practical decisions and im-
plementation. Among these, I was particularly struck by 
stories that revealed unspoken 
truths about core issues within 
the agriculture sector.

1 | 1 | 01 August - 28 August 2025

SEAHLOLO
- we grow together -

Vol. 3 Issue 01

Page  2

Page 3 Page 7

Monthly voice bundles 
for just M200 

Ts & Cs Apply

 
MAKE EVERY CALL COUNT

 
MAKE EVERY CALL COUNT

Scan the QR code to buy
 bundles on  the EcoCash App

31 Jan - 27 Feb 2025

Unpaid, Unseen and 
Undervalued: The Plight 
of Herd Boys

MINISTRY’S YOUTH JOB 
PLEDGE TAKES SHAPE WITH 
1,000 YOUNG FARMERS

LESOTHO RESTRICTS 
IMPORTS OF EGGS, CABBAGE, 
AND POTATOES TO BOOST 
LOCAL AGRICULTURE

01 | 08 | 2025 - 28 | 08 | 2025

1 | 1 | 28 August - 25 September 2025

SEAHLOLO
- we grow together -

Vol. 3 Issue 02

Page  2

Talk More For Less!Talk More For Less!
60min weekly voice bundles for only60min weekly voice bundles for only M15

Buy on *100# or via Ecocash or WhatsAppBuy on *100# or via Ecocash or WhatsApp

31 Jan - 27 Feb 2025

M50 million Drought 
Insurance Pay-out from 

African Risk Capacity

28 | 08 | 2025 - 25 | 09 | 2025

Bosholu Likoluoa

Mafu Likotsi

Letsetsa: 2221 5600

Meraka e fana ka tšireletso lisoseng 
tse lateng tsa tahleho ea mehlape

Melao le lipehelo li teng.Alliance ke bafani ba litšebeletso tsa lichelete ba ngolisitsoeng ka molao.

1 | 26 September - 30 October 2025

SEAHLOLO
- we grow together -

Vol. 3 Issue 03

Page  2

Page 5 Page 7

Talk More For Less!Talk More For Less!
60min weekly voice bundles for only60min weekly voice bundles for only M15

Buy on *100# or via Ecocash or WhatsAppBuy on *100# or via Ecocash or WhatsApp

31 Jan - 27 Feb 2025

Ministry 
Brings Farming 
Support Closer to 
Farmers

SMARTD’S 11TH FESTIVAL 
REKINDLES BASOTHO’S 
BOND WITH THE LAND, 

AFRICA’S WARMING 
CRISIS: THE STATE OF THE 
ENVIRONMENT REPORT 
RINGS THE ALARM

26 | 09 | 2025 - 30 | 10 | 2025

Bosholu Likoluoa

Mafu Likotsi

Letsetsa: 2221 5600

Meraka e fana ka tšireletso lisoseng 
tse lateng tsa tahleho ea mehlape

Melao le lipehelo li teng.Alliance ke bafani ba litšebeletso tsa lichelete ba ngolisitsoeng ka molao.

FARMERS 
PITSO SPECIAL

Page 14 - 16

1 | 31 October - 27 November 2025

SEAHLOLO
- we grow together -

Vol. 3 Issue 04

Page  2

Dial *100# or use EcoCash to buy.
Ts & Cs Apply

WHERE LATE NIGHTS
MEET BIG DATA

1500MB
GET

NIGHT SURFER BUNDLES 

FOR M10

Night
SurferSurfer

Vallid from 10pm to 5am
Buy on *100#, via EcoCash or Whatsapp (66100100)

Ts&Cs ApplyBuy on *100#, via EcoCash or Whatsapp
Ts & Cs Apply

|  66 100 100

31 Jan - 27 Feb 2025

M200 Million 
Tractor Credit 

Facility Targets 
Youth in Agric

31 | 10 | 2025 - 27 | 11 | 2025

Bosholu Likoluoa

Mafu Likotsi

Letsetsa: 2221 5600

Meraka e fana ka tšireletso lisoseng 
tse lateng tsa tahleho ea mehlape

Melao le lipehelo li teng.Alliance ke bafani ba litšebeletso tsa lichelete ba ngolisitsoeng ka molao.

TB FROM UNPASTEURISED 
DAIRY PRODUCTS COULD 
INFECT HUMANS Page  6

1 | 28 November - 25 December 2025

SEAHLOLO
- we grow together -

Vol. 3 Issue 05

Page  7

Dial *100# or use EcoCash to buy.
Ts & Cs Apply

WHERE LATE NIGHTS
MEET BIG DATA

1500MB
GET

NIGHT SURFER BUNDLES 

FOR M10

Night
SurferSurfer

Vallid from 10pm to 5am
Buy on *100#, via EcoCash or Whatsapp (66100100)

Ts&Cs ApplyBuy on *100#, via EcoCash or Whatsapp
Ts & Cs Apply

|  66 100 100

The Untold Violence 
Against Women in 

Agriculture

28 | 11 | 2025 - 25 | 12 | 2025

Bosholu Likoluoa

Mafu Likotsi

Letsetsa: 2221 5600

Meraka e fana ka tšireletso lisoseng 
tse lateng tsa tahleho ea mehlape

Melao le lipehelo li teng.Alliance ke bafani ba litšebeletso tsa lichelete ba ngolisitsoeng ka molao.

CRACKS AND 
OPPORTUNITIES IN LSO’ 
PORK VALUE CHAIN Page  4



 | 6  26 December - 29 January 2026

Heavy 
Snowfall 
Leaves 
Young Farmer 
Counting 
Losses and 
Mental 
Strain

Climate Change: 
Resilience in 
the Face of 
Crisis 

Tech- Factor

T
his story follows Jeloa Makhetha, a young farmer grappling with the 
aftermath of  unusually heavy snowfall that devastated his small herd 

-
hoods, particularly for smallholder farmers who rely solely on seasonal pat-

-

-

From heavy snowfall leaving young farmers counting losses to wind damage and 
drought risks, 2025 reminded us of  how deeply climate change affects our liveli-

-
sis’s weight, as well as the hope that innovation, support and determination can make 

Review
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Heavy snowfall on veros farm PTY LTD affecting shade nets and cabbages
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Lesotho Faces Mounting 
Food Crisis as One in Five 
Households Go Hungry

By Lerato Matheka 

 US$2.7 million (M50 million), one-off cash transfer programme supported by the Disaster Management Authority 
(DMA) and African Risk Capacity (ARC) provided relief to households affected by crop failure.

Tech- Factor

More than a quarter of  a million Basotho are 
currently facing hunger, with the situation ex-
pected to worsen as the lean season approach-

es. 
According to the Lesotho Integrated Phase Classi-

in October 2025, about 258,000 people, 17 percent of  
the rural population, are in crisis struggling to access 
enough food for survival.

The report paints a sobering picture of  a nation 
grappling with compounding challenges which include 
erratic rainfall, dry spells, high food prices and livestock 
disease outbreaks that have collectively weakened Leso-
tho’s ability to feed its people.

By early next year, the situation is projected to de-
teriorate further, pushing an estimated 334,000 people, 
22 percent of  the population into crisis levels of  food 

This comes barely six months following Hunger 

Insecurity report released in June where Lesotho was 
-

ing acute food insecurity.
Lesotho now joined Angola, Kenya, Namibia and 

Uganda, which were described to be showing signs of  
-

ings.
-

Uganda are no longer among the hunger hotspots, 
thanks to a combination of  seasonal improvements, 
above-average agricultural production and effective re-
sponse measures.” 

Just over a month after Lesotho was removed from 
-

spots by global agencies, a new regional assessment has 
revealed a concerning and contradictory reality: hunger 
in Southern Africa is worsening, and Lesotho remains 
far from immune.

Hardly a month after the removal from the Hunger 
Hotspot list, the SADC Regional Vulnerability Assess-

estimated that 46.3 million people across seven coun-
tries — Botswana, the Democratic Republic of  Congo, 

-
zania are projected to face acute food insecurity in the 
2025/26 consumption year. 

The SADC report noted that while Lesotho, along-

rainfall during the 2024/25 agricultural season, the 
country remains highly vulnerable to climate and eco-
nomic shocks that continue to push many households 
into food insecurity.

peri-urban settlements, daily struggles to access afforda-
ble and nutritious food continue unabated and the IPC 

households simply can’t afford it,” reads part of  the 
report, compiled by the Lesotho Vulnerability Assess-

Lesotho’s 2024–2025 agricultural season started with 
hope, the report noted, adding the rains that arrived in 
October and November 2024 encouraged timely plant-
ing, especially in the lowlands. 

dry spells and heat waves scorched crops between De-
cember and January, the crucial growth stage.”

This climatic rollercoaster compounded by hail-

which destroyed crops across most districts. 
The report revealed that maize production, the na-

tion’s staple, dropped by nearly 20 percent compared to 
the previous year.

It further noted that Lesotho’s total planted area in-
creased slightly by 2.6 percent thanks to better access 
to fertilisers and seeds, however, extreme weather con-
ditions wiped out much of  the progress, leading to a 
national drop in yields.

Agriculture in Lesotho is not only about crops but a 
web of  interlinked livelihoods.

The report indicates that the country’s rangelands 
showed some improvement, but livestock health has 
been hit hard by disease outbreaks linked to the pro-
longed dry conditions.

The report noted that in some districts, households 
were forced to sell off  livestock to buy food. But even 
this coping mechanism is becoming unsustainable. 

prices down, leaving farmers with little to survive on.”
The IPC report further warns that these shocks have 

weakened already fragile income sources. 

the main sources of  income for rural households, but 
declining employment opportunities and volatile prices 
have reduced their purchasing power,” the report said.

-
ployment in Lesotho has climbed to 33.1 percent, with 
youth making up nearly 40 percent of  those without 
work.

Phase 3. 
Here, thousands of  families are consuming fewer 

and less nutritious meals, often skipping food for days.
Districts such as Thaba-Tseka and Berea show rela-

tively better resilience, with about half  of  households 
maintaining acceptable food consumption levels. 

less than 40 percent of  households are eating adequate-
ly, forcing many to rely on desperate coping mecha-
nisms.

-
holds are not yet engaging in negative coping strategies. 
But for the majority, survival now means borrowing 
food, reducing meal portions, selling productive assets, 
or taking on exploitative labour.

-
sorting to measures that erode their future resilience 
and without timely intervention, the lean season could 
deepen hunger across all districts,” the report warned.

season is projected to bring deeper hardship. As house-
hold food stocks deplete, nine out of  ten districts are 

-
ening the purchasing power of  already vulnerable fam-

supplier—is expected to record strong maize yields, 
imported food will still be too expensive for many,” the 
report noted.

It added that there is also a risk that heavy rains 
associated with a possible La Niña event could cause 
waterlogging, damaging crops during the next planting 
season.

-

these households will resort to negative coping mecha-
nisms to survive.”

In July 2024, the Lesotho Vulnerability Assessment 
-

thority reported that approximately 699,000 Basotho, 
or one-third of  the population, were food insecure for 
the 2024/25 cycle. Similarly, United Nations reports in 
September 2024 indicated that around 700,000 people 
would face hunger in the coming months.

Lesotho:
• In September 2024, the UN allocated US$2 

communities.
• -

assist over 2,500 vulnerable families.
• According to LVAC, the government estimat-

to meet needs for 2024/25, an increase from 

• 

aid and resilience-building programs.

• 

-

by crop failure.
-

mated 86 percent of  caloric needs for a portion of  the 
affected population, analysts say it was too short-term 

Qacha’s Nek received the highest coverage, 19 per-
cent of  its rural population.

The IPC analysis calls for immediate humanitarian 
assistance, particularly for households in IPC Phase 3 or 
worse. But beyond emergency aid, it urges the govern-
ment to scale up long-term resilience programmes such 
as catchment management, rangeland rehabilitation and 
livestock vaccination.

systems and invest in community-based forecasting to 
prevent recurrent food crises,” the report recommends.

Despite the grim statistics, not all is lost. There are 
signs that Lesotho’s markets remain functional, ensur-
ing food availability even when local production de-
clines.

and the government’s 70–80 percent input subsidy on 
seeds and fertilisers.

By Tumelo Taole

Lesotho continues to bear one of  the highest tu-

-
tho are infected with TB. 

-
-

perts warn that TB can be transmitted not only between 
humans but also between cows and humans, a concern 
especially for dairy farmers.

This was highlighted by South African consultant 
Ronald Raphoolo during a three-day training workshop 
for dairy farmers organised by the Lesotho National 

The workshop aimed to equip dairy farmers with the 
knowledge and skills needed to improve production, 
compete internationally and protect both human and 
animal health.

Raphoolo explained that unpasteurised milk from in-
fected cows can transmit TB to humans. 

He also warned about other zoonotic diseases, in-
fectious illnesses that can pass between animals and 
humans. 

fungi, or parasites and can spread through direct con-

which account for over 60% of  human infectious dis-
eases.

Brucellosis, another bacterial disease caused by Bru-

-

milk or dairy products. Symptoms include fever, sweats, 
headaches and body aches, and in chronic cases, the dis-
ease can lead to long-term health issues such as joint 

farmers should exercise caution when handling live-

animals undergo health screenings at least once a year to 
prevent disease transmission.

Statistics from the 2019/2020 agricultural year by the 
Bureau of  Statistics show that Lesotho had 330,726 cat-
tle, 59% of  which were female. 

males and 154,992 females. 

fewest at 1,303. 
During this period, 7,158 cattle died from various 

diseases, with anaplasmosis responsible for the highest 

-

transmission from animals to humans and vise versa is 

She noted with improved testing mechanisms, the 
country’s health system may determine the originalities 
of  TB variants on humans.

-
termine whether animals are a source of  TB, but to this 
date we aren’t able to determine,” she said. 

She further highlighted the link between agriculture, 
nutrition and health outcomes, noting that poor agri-
cultural practices and food insecurity can contribute to 
malnutrition, which in turn increases TB susceptibility 
and worsens treatment outcomes. 

community TB screening through programs in Advo-

TB from 
Unpasteurised 
Dairy Products 
Could Infect 
Humans

… Estimated 334,000 people to face more crisis by March 2026
…2024/2025 Maize yield dropped by nearly 20 percent

Environment

Unpasteurized milk
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F
ocusing on the youth inputs programme, this 
piece documents how the initiative provides 
young farmers with essential resources such 

as seeds, tools, and mentorship. It showcases sever-
al participants who have used the inputs to expand 
production, experiment with climate-smart crops, 
and enter local markets. The article draws attention 

T
his story explores the competitive grant 
allocation under the SADP II initiative, 
where 96 farmers from the country suc-

cessfully accessed funds to improve their agricul-
-

ies, the article shows how grants have been used to 
purchase inputs, repair infrastructure, and enhance 

SADP II 
Youth Inputs 
Programme 
Gains 
Momentum

96 Farmers Secure 
SADP Grants in 
Competitive Selection

 | 16  28 November - 25 December  2025

News

By Lungile Maseela

The Ministry of  Agriculture, Food Securi-

empowerment agenda by distributing ag-
ricultural inputs to 40 young representatives in 
Maseru. 

This initiative is part of  a national programme 
aiming to support 1,000 youth across the coun-
try. 

Under the Smallholder Agriculture Devel-
opment Project II (SADP II), this effort seeks 
to tackle Lesotho’s rising youth unemployment 
while enhancing agricultural productivity.

At the handover ceremony, Minister Thabo 
Mofosi expressed the government’s keen aware-
ness of  the pressing challenges faced by young 
Basotho in securing meaningful employment. 
He noted the concerns raised by Prime Minis-
ter Samuel Ntsokoane Matekane regarding the 
socio-economic risks associated with increasing 
youth joblessness, which have driven the intro-
duction and expansion of  SADP II to foster 
youth-led agricultural development.

Minister Mofosi explained that SADP II is 
designed not only to provide young people with 
farming tools and inputs but also to offer them 

a pathway into entrepreneurship. 
“Agriculture may not directly employ every 

young person, but it can equip many of  you 
with the skills and resources to create your own 
opportunities and eventually employ others,” he 
stated. 

fectively, viewing this support as the foundation 
for long-term livelihoods that can contribute to 
reducing Lesotho’s unemployment rate.

Mofosi challenged the youth to move away 
from what he described as a growing culture 
of  hopelessness. Referencing derogatory com-
ments once attributed to former U.S. President 
Donald Trump about African people being lazy. 
He urged young Basotho to dispel such stereo-
types; “Let’s work hard so that we do not earn 
disdain from other nations by taking care of  
what sustains us,” he said.

The Minister reminded recipients that the 
success or failure of  this programme will direct-

for youth-driven economic transformation. “Do 
not disappoint the Prime Minister,” he urged. 
“Use these inputs to stimulate job creation and 
become part of  Lesotho’s economic renewal.”

The 40 youth who received inputs represent 

the initial group in this district rollout. Each 
participant received materials tailored to their 
production focus: feed and chicks for broiler 
and layer producers; seeds, fertiliser, and crop 
treatments for horticulture and potato farmers; 
and tools and technical support for nursery and 
vegetable growers. This initiative is part of  the 
Ministry’s larger commitment to equip at least 
1,000 young farmers with inputs, mentorship, 
and access to extension services.

Mofosi emphasised that the Ministry will 
continue to support the youth after the distribu-
tion. “We will ensure that the inputs are used ef-
fectively throughout the project,” he assured the 
group, stating that extension workers, SADP II 

gress and provide technical guidance.
He also addressed ongoing challenges that 

have previously hindered development projects, 
strongly condemning the illegal resale of  donat-
ed tools and machinery. “We cannot continue to 
lose resources intended to uplift our communi-
ties,” the Minister said, urging both youth and 
adults to safeguard government investments.

The inputs programme is closely linked to the 
Ministry’s broader regional vision. Mofosi re-
vealed that Lesotho is enhancing collaboration 

with Botswana and eSwatini to create a shared 

exports. “Our aim is to unify these three coun-
tries and work together. This initiative will help 
Basotho export to these nations with products 
we excel in producing,” he said.

The Youth-to-1,000 pledge, announced earli-
er this year, has become one of  the Ministry’s 
most ambitious initiatives. It is focused not only 
on input distribution but also on the SADP II 
Mentorship Programme, which pairs young 
farmers with experienced producers who guide 
them in climate-smart agriculture, business 
planning, and commercialisation. The Ministry 
believes that equipping youth with both resourc-
es and knowledge is essential for transforming 

As the distribution continues across other 
districts, the Minister has pledged to prioritise 
follow-up support, ensure proper use of  equip-
ment, and strengthen market linkages for youth-
led enterprises. Mofosi reiterated that the gov-
ernment views agriculture as central to national 
development. “This programme will not only 
enhance youth livelihoods,” he said, “but also 
transform agricultural output and the economic 
prospects of  our country.”

…40 young farmers receives inputs as Government Pushes to Empower 1,000 Young Farmers

News

SADP II Youth Inputs 
Programme Gains Momentum

to the ripple effect of  youth engagement in agri-
culture, where knowledge-sharing and peer learn-
ing foster innovation and productivity. By detailing 
both successes and the remaining challenges, such 
as access to markets and storage facilities, the story 
demonstrates the importance of  continued invest-
ment in youth-driven agricultural programmes.

the programme emphasises capacity development, 
mentorship and accountability, ensuring farmers 
maximise the potential of  the grants. The article 
highlights the wider economic and social impacts, 
noting how empowered farmers contribute to lo-
cal food security, employment and community de-
velopment, positioning SADP II as a key driver of  
rural transformation in Lesotho.

SADP Impact: Tangible Progress 

56 Graduates 
from SADP II 
Project Celebrate 
Agricultural 
Achievements

Stories from the Smallholders Agriculture Development Project II (SADP II) programmes were a highlight, covering the actual impact of  graduates of  youth pro-
grammes, mentorship initiatives and trade fairs. It was inspiring to see structured support transforming lives. Young farmers gained access to inputs, training and mar-
kets, proving that well-planned interventions can create opportunities that empower not just individuals but entire communities. Covering these successes reminded me 

of  the importance of  development reporting, as it makes visible the real-life impact of  programmes often hidden in reports and statistics.

This article highlights the success of  56 young graduates from the SADP II project, who completed 
training programmes aimed at improving agricultural knowledge, productivity and entrepreneur-
ship skills. The story emphasises the transformational effect of  structured mentorship and capac-

ity-building initiatives, showing how participants are now equipped to implement modern farming tech-
niques, diversify crops and increase yields. Personal stories from graduates illustrate both the challenges 
faced in adopting new methods and the excitement of  seeing tangible results. The article also notes the 

of  SADP II to empower youth and strengthen rural economies.

 | 14  28 November - 25 December  2025

56 Graduates From 
SADP II Project
The Ministry of  Agriculture and Food 

Security and Nutrition’s Smallhold-
er Agriculture Development Project 

with the graduation of  56 farmers from the 
country for completing an intensive capaci-
ty-building programme designed to trans-
form smallholder agriculture into a commer-
cially viable sector. 

The event, held at Blue Mountain Inn, 
brought together farmers, government of-

partners, and private-sector representatives, 

ening Lesotho’s agricultural economy.
During the ceremony, Minister of  Agricul-

ture and Food Security and Nutrition Thabo 
Mofosi remarked that the graduation symbol-
ised not only the successful completion of  
training but also the dawn of  a new era of  
resilience, innovation, and inclusive growth in 
Lesotho’s food production landscape. “I wish 
to extend my appreciation to all farmers; you 
are the backbone of  our nation’s economy. 
Your dedication, resilience, and innovation 
are vital for food production,” he stated.

Mofosi emphasised that SADP II was spe-

farmers by enhancing productivity and im-
proving livelihoods. He noted that the pro-
gramme has already led to visible transforma-
tions, including the adoption of  climate-smart 
agricultural practices, the strengthening of  
farmer organisations, improved market 
access, increased commercialisation, 
job creation, better nutrition, and sig-

Farmers from various value 
chains shared their experiences, 
successes, and challenges. 

Representatives from piggery, 
broiler production, vegeta-
ble farming, meat processing, 
milling, dairy, layers, and ram 
breeding recounted the evolu-
tion of  their enterprises with 
the support of  SADP II. Many 
urged the government to con-
sider extending the project to 

From the broiler category, 
Mpati Makotoko of  Sunshine 
Poultry Farm expressed deep grat-
itude to SADP II for enabling them 
to expand their operations. “We man-
aged to increase the number of  chick-
ens we rear, and we have been mentoring 
youth on proper slaughtering techniques,” 
she said. She added that the support allowed 
their farm to diversify into crop production to 
supply local schools under the school-feeding 
programme.

A representative from River Site Farm, 
speaking on behalf  of  piggery farmers, high-

ated poverty and hunger within communities. 
“The farm now employs 32 workers, all paid 
according to labour laws. As the farm contin-
ues to grow, it will employ even more,” the 
representative stated.

Following this, a panel discussion featured 

By Topollo Tlali

Fresh, discussed their involvement in agricul-
tural commercialisation and reiterated their 
interest in sourcing quality produce from lo-
cal farmers. Representatives emphasised the 
need for farmers to meet strict quality, safety, 

and packaging standards to compete effec-
tively.

The ceremony also featured remarks 
from development partners, including 

the World Bank and IFAD. Daniel 
Gerber from the World Bank en-
couraged the graduates to view 
this moment as the beginning of  
their business journey. “You are 
graduating from the project as 
business owners fully equipped 
for the future. I hope to see 
your enterprises thriving in the 
next two years,” he said.

IFAD’s Emerson Zhou com-
mended the farmers for their 
perseverance and urged them 

to become ambassadors of  cli-
mate-smart agriculture. “You are 

the new generation of  farmers 
supported to produce amidst the re-

alities of  climate change. The knowl-
edge you have gained should be shared 

with others to enhance food production 
in Lesotho,” he remarked.

ister Mofosi announced that the owner of  
Blue Mountain Inn expressed interest in pur-
chasing products from the graduates for the 
remainder of  the year — a gesture welcomed 
as immediate market access for the new grad-
uates. The minister also addressed farmers’ 
concerns raised during the event, including 
the necessity for milling companies to enter 
contractual agreements with farmers to stabi-
lise production and market supply. He further 
assured farmers that the electricity challenges 
affecting agricultural enterprises would be ad-
dressed.

News

rep-
r e -
sentatives 
from First 
National Bank, Ned-
bank, Standard Lesotho Bank, 
PostBank, and LNIG-Holland, focusing on 

ing requirements for farmers. First National 
Bank’s Mateboho Makara stressed the impor-
tance of  record-keeping and legal registra-

tion. 

“Far m-
ers should 

adopt a saving mental-
ity to protect their farms. A reg-

istered farm with well-organised records gives 

explained.
Private sector companies, including Econo 

Foods, Shoprite, Foso Hardware, and Farm 
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T
his piece explores the launch of  a tractor 
credit facility worth M200 million, designed 

-

mechanisation, allowing them to scale up produc-
tion and experiment with new crops. It also exam-
ines the policy rationale: by supporting youth-led 

T
his article details a government initiative 
to decentralise agricultural support ser-
vices, ensuring that farmers in remote 

areas receive timely inputs, extension services 

-
cessibility and proximity to support services di-

M200 Million 
Tractor Credit 
Facility Targets 
Youth in 
Agriculture

Ministry 
Brings Farming 
Support Closer to 
Farmers

 | 2  31 October - 27 November 2025

I
n a bold move to put young Basotho at the forefront 
of  agricultural transformation, the Government of  Le-
sotho has committed that 40 percent of  its new tractor 

subsidy scheme will go directly to youth farmers. 
Out of  the 500 tractors to be acquired under the Credit 

Guarantee Facility for Tractors and Farm Equipment, 200 
will be reserved for young people eager to enter into com-
mercial farming.

This landmark initiative was unveiled this month by 
Prime Minister Ntsokoane Matekane during the Memo-
randum of  Understanding signing ceremony between the 
Ministry of  Finance and Development Planning, the Min-
istry of  Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition and the 
Lesotho PostBank.

The signing marked the extension of  the Lesotho Post-

-
chinery and equipment. 

It was revealed that the Ministry of  Finance would act 
as guarantor, ensuring that even smallholder and emerging 
farmers can access modern machinery to boost produc-
tivity.

Under the new agreement, government would inject 
M200 million into the scheme. 

Of this amount, M175 million would fund the subsidy 
component, while M25 million, inclusive of  taxes, would 
strengthen the Guarantee Fund that supports PostBank’s 
on-lending to farmers.

“Farmers who qualify will receive a 30 percent sub-
sidy on the cost of  tractors and related equipment,” 
Mokhachane Mopeli, the Managing Director of  Lesotho 
PostBank explained, noting the subsidy applies to every 
eligible Basotho farmer who can repay their loan within a 
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M200 Million Tractor Credit Facility 
Targets Youth in Agriculture

for one tractor or multiple pieces of  machinery depending 
on their operational needs and repayment ability.

-
den for small and aspiring farmers. 

For youth participants, who often struggle with start-up 
capital, the initiative represents a lifeline to enter the agri-
cultural value chain with real assets.

Speaking at the event, Prime Minister Matekane said the 
government’s goal is to create tangible opportunities for 
young Basotho to engage in farming. 

“We cannot continue to rely on old methods and out-
dated tools. Mechanisation is key to transforming agri-
culture into a business and young people must lead that 
change,” he said.

Farmers would have the option to select from four trac-
tor brands—John Deere, Massey Ferguson, New Holland, 
and Landini—each recommended for their durability and 
suitability for Lesotho’s terrain. 

The tractors are expected to weigh at least 74,000 kilo-
grams to ensure they function effectively across various 
soil types.

Matekane underscored that the facility’s structure is de-
signed to make ownership accessible. 

pay a deposit, removing a major barrier to entry for many 
small-scale and youth farmers.

Mokhachane Mopeli, the Managing Director of  Leso-
tho PostBank, hailed the scheme as a “forward-thinking 
initiative” that would empower farmers with modern ag-
ricultural machinery.

“PostBank has long supported government efforts to 
improve farmers’ access to credit and equipment and this 
new phase is a milestone, it ensures that 500 tractors will be 

-

ing upfront payment,” he said.
“To qualify, aspiring farmers must demonstrate access 

to at least 20 hectares of  land, though those cultivating 10 

applicants’ authenticity and farming commitment,” Mopeli 
added.

He indicated that participants may also request Post-
Bank to procure tractors with accompanying implements, 
such as ploughs, harrows, seed drills, cultivators, and rota-
vators, depending on their farming practices. 

equipment packages to meet their production goals.”
Minister of  Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition, 

Thabo Mofosi, said the initiative represents a turning point 
for Lesotho’s agricultural sector. 

“This programme is not just about tractors, it’s about 
ensuring that every capable Mosotho farmer can actively 
participate in food production,” he said.

The Minister highlighted that since the Prime Minister’s 
-

ers have responded positively, with many achieving strong 
yields. “

The challenge now is not production anymore as be-
fore. We now have a problem of  market access. With these 
tractors, we expect farmers to expand, diversify and reach 
high yields so that Lesotho can reach new markets,” he 
said.

Mofosi also encouraged civil servants interested in 
farming to apply, saying “…agriculture remains open to 
anyone committed to national food security.”

Dr. Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane, the Minister of  Finance 
and Development Planning, said the initiative reinforces 
the role of  agriculture as the backbone of  Lesotho’s econ-
omy.

“This expansion is not just about numbers, but impact. 
It is about equipping more farmers with the tools they 
need to succeed, building resilience in our agricultural sec-
tor and ensuring that no farmer is left behind in our pursuit 
of  food security.”

Dr. Matlanyane revealed that under the previous phase 
of  the programme, about 75 percent of  farmers who ben-

“The results speak for themselves. Mechanisation has 

food security across the country.”
She applauded the Prime Minister’s leadership in driv-

ing agriculture-led growth and said the new M200 million 
investment demonstrates government’s belief  in the sec-
tor’s potential to create jobs, reduce poverty and stimulate 
rural development.

Through the joint efforts of  the Ministry of  Agricul-
ture and Lesotho PostBank, the government plans to 
adopt bulk purchasing strategies for tractors and imple-
ments, reducing costs and ensuring transparency under the 
Public Procurement Act of  2025.

This collaboration aims to make mechanisation afforda-
ble and to transform agriculture from subsistence-based 
to commercially driven, with young Basotho leading the 
charge.

“By reserving 40 percent of  tractors for the youth, the 
government is sending a clear message that the future of  
farming lies in innovation, entrepreneurship and inclusivi-
ty. The youth are our energy and our hope,” said Minister 
Mofosi. 

“We are equipping them not just with machinery, but 
with the means to feed the nation and to build generational 
wealth,” he said.

News

By Seahlolo Reporter

Step 1: Prepare Your Land
Applicants must have at least 10 to 20 hectares of  
land ready for cultivation. The land can be owned, 
leased, or accessed through family arrangements, 

Contact your -

• Verify your farming activities and land 
readiness.

• Provide a recommendation letter con-

farmer.
• 

Go to any  with 

• National ID
• Proof  of  land ownership or access
• 
• Business plan or short concept outlining 

your farming goals
• 

Select your preferred  (John 

How to Apply for 
the Tractor Scheme

By Thoboloko Ntšonyane 

Deere, Massey Ferguson, New Holland, or 
Landini) and any additional  such 
as ploughs, harrows, or seed drills. The bank will 
guide you through approved suppliers and pro-
curement processes.

Eligible applicants receive a 
 toward the total cost. The remaining 

70%  under the 
Credit Guarantee Facility. No deposit is required.

Once approved, Lesotho PostBank coordi-
nates the purchase and delivery of  your machin-
ery. Farmers will receive training on operation and 

40% of  tractors reserved for youth farmers
available in total

committed by government
 per tractor or farm equipment 

purchase
 5 years

 Ploughs, harrows, seed 
drills, rotavators, cultivators

From left, Finance Minister Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane, Agriculture Minister Thabo Mofosi and Lesotho PostBank MD Mokhachane Mopeli signing the MOU 

agriculture, the government aims to reduce unem-
ployment, enhance food security and drive rural 
economic growth. The story balances optimism 
with caution, highlighting potential challenges such 
as loan management and machinery maintenance, 
while underscoring the transformative potential of  
youth-focused interventions in Lesotho’s agricul-
tural landscape.

The article also examines government strate-
gies to improve distribution channels, enhance 
monitoring and integrate community feedback, 
illustrating how policy implementation meets 
grassroots needs. Through this coverage, read-
ers gain insight into the practical challenges and 
successes of  translating policy into meaningful 
support for farmers across Lesotho.

 | 2  26 September - 30 October 2025

Lesotho’s poultry industry is on the verge of  a 

-

-
-

-
sions, lobbying for favourable legislation and pro-
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-
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LePIA Building a Stronger 
Structured Poultry Sector
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Ministry Brings Farming 
Support Closer to Farmers
By Thoboloko Ntšonyane 
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Chickens at a poultry Farm in Lesotho

Government Interventions: 
Policy Meets 
Practice 

T
his article highlights a major international 
collaboration where China donated M36 
million worth of  farm equipment to Le-

China Donates M36 Million in Farm 
Equipment to Boost Lesotho’s 
Agricultural Productivity

holder farming. The story features interviews with 
farmers who received training on the equipment, 

This year also demonstrated the importance of  connecting policy with prac-
tice. Initiatives such as equipment donations, tractor credit facilities for youth, 
and youth employment pledges highlighted how government action can sig-

plays a crucial role in holding systems accountable, ensuring promises lead to tangible 

sotho. The equipment, including tractors and ma-
chinery for ploughing, irrigation, and harvesting, 
aims to increase productivity and mechanise small-

of  strategic partnerships, and policymakers outlin-
ing plans to integrate machinery use into national 
agricultural growth strategies. By connecting in-
ternational support with local impact, the article 
demonstrates how targeted interventions can en-
hance food security, reduce labour intensity, and 
modernise agriculture in Lesotho.
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Grassroots Innovation Heals Lesotho’s 
Eroded Landscapes

In the face of  escalating climate shifts, Lesotho’s 
rural and farming communities are experiencing 
far more than erratic weather patterns and poor 

harvests. 
Climate change is now deeply entangled with the 

country’s sexual and reproductive health and rights 
(SRHR), particularly impacting women, youth, and 
smallholder farmers.

This link between climate and SRHR was the 
focus of  a multi-stakeholder dialogue held recently, 
convened by the SADC Parliamentary Forum un-
der the SRHR, HIV and AIDS Governance Pro-
ject. 

Participants explored how environmental crises, 
-

ening food insecurity, overburdening fragile health 
systems, and deepening gender inequalities, particu-
larly in agriculture-reliant communities.

Weather forecaster Maqhanolle Tsekoa from the 
Lesotho Meteorological Services highlighted that 
what used to be “normal climate patterns” have 
shifted dangerously, with extreme rainfall and pro-
longed dry spells becoming frequent. 

“Climate has always been taken for granted but 
now it’s like wearing three blankets instead of  one; 
heat is trapped, rain falls irregularly, and our farming 
cycles are in disarray,” he explained.

This unpredictability directly disrupts access to 
clinics and maternal health services, especially in 
Lesotho’s rugged farming zones. 

passes, and drought-damaged infrastructure pre-
vent pregnant women and the elderly from reaching 
facilities in time, threatening lives in already vulner-
able populations.

Yet despite the looming dangers, Lesotho’s 
National Climate Change Policy, which calls for 
strengthened health systems and climate resilience, 

“We must understand that gender inequality in-
creases when resources shrink, and immediately, 
climate change turns poverty into a gender issue.”

The Chair of  the Parliamentary Women’s Cau-
cus, Hon ’Makatleho Motsoasele, emphasised that 
although Lesotho’s greenhouse gas emissions are 
minimal, the country’s suffering is disproportionate. 

She called for prioritising mitigation efforts, 
particularly in farming districts where the climate 
shocks hit hardest and the recovery is slowest.

Lesotho’s agricultural vulnerability was reinforced 
in the 2021 World Bank Climate Risk Country Pro-

critical concerns for a country whose economy and 
nutrition are deeply tied to the land.

The conversation also surfaced structural in-
equalities. Tampose Mothopeng of  the People’s 
Matrix decried how the LGBTQI+ community is 
sidelined during disaster responses, often blamed 

groups from planning and recovery conversations, 
a dangerous exclusion in a country that needs all 
hands on deck.

By Thoboloko Ntšonyane

“The results have been remarkable. What was 
once barren and dangerous land is now terraced, 

trees and grass,” Motšoari says. 
This transformation is not only visual, it is deep-

ly social. Re Kata Mangope’s approach empowers 
communities to reclaim control over their environ-
ment, one shovel at a time.

The foundation’s impact stretches beyond land 
restoration. Its mission is rooted in community de-
velopment and youth empowerment. 

“We are restoring native grasses and trees, reduc-

also training young people as guides, gardeners, and 
conservationists, giving them new paths forward,” 
Motšoari explains.

At Boqate, gullies have not just disappeared, they 
have been integrated into functional, beautiful land-
scapes. Events now take place where erosion once 
ruled. Guests walk through lush gardens, often una-
ware of  the devastation that existed before. 

“Seeing the before-and-after photos is the only 
way people believe it’s a total transformation,” says 
Motšoari.

Re Kata Mangope’s model is deeply participatory. 
Communities help identify erosion hotspots 

through consultations and visual surveys. These are-
as are then assessed for severity, and a plan is drawn. 
Motšoari explains the process, noting local villagers 
and youth volunteers carry out the work in a cash-
for-work model, similar to successful national em-
ployment schemes.

“Resources are kept local: recycled tires, compost 
from agricultural waste, brush from the land. Train-
ing is conducted through workshops,” he says.

He shares that the foundation currently runs on 

Rehabilitation work at Boqate Leasure Park

By Ntsoaki Motaung

The Lesotho Network of  AIDS Services Organ-
isations (LENASO) Executive Director, Mamello 
Makoae, made a strong appeal for integrating SRHR 
into agriculture and climate budgeting. 

“Family planning tools are lacking at rural clinics, 
and the biggest challenge remains a lack of  funding. 
Our policies are there, but our pockets are empty,” 
she said.

Hon Itumeleng Rantšo, MP and Chair of  the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs) Committee, 
also called out the gap between government budget 
speeches and implementation. “Our ministries pres-
ent good promises, but data and accountability are 
weak. How can Parliament hold them to account if  
we don’t know what’s working?” she charged.

She also pointed to taboo issues such as access 
to safe abortion, stressing that cultural and religious 
beliefs must not silence the reality of  gendered suf-
fering worsened by poverty, climate and poor public 
health infrastructure. 

“Climate change is the starter to poverty,” she 
argued. 

“...And poverty places an unbearable burden on 
women,” she said.

Climate Change and Agriculture: An Emerging Threat 
to Health, Gender Equity and Youth Prosperity

personal reinvestment, small grants, and income 
from eco-tourism activities hosted at Boqate. 

Despite not being formally registered, Re Kata 
Mangope has earned the trust of  communities and 
local authorities across districts. Requests for sup-
port and training now pour in daily.

Motšoari is clear about the foundation’s vision: 
to become a national leader in land restoration and 
policy innovation. He is calling on the Ministry of  
Environment, Forestry and Land Reclamation, and 
tourism authorities, to formally recognise Re Kata 
Mangope’s work. 

“We want to deploy teams to conduct national 
donga surveys, develop training for public extension 
workers, and contribute to conservation corridors. 
Our work aligns with national catchment manage-

adopt it, it works,” he says.
The foundation measures its success through 

-
tained community involvement.

Challenges remain. The foundation needs formal 
registration, scalable funding, and stronger support 
to overcome labour intensity and climate unpredict-
ability. Still, the vision is bold and ambitious.

By 2030, Re Kata Mangope aims to launch na-
tional “Operation Re Kata Mangope” campaigns 
in every district, establish a formal training academy 
for donga rehabilitation, develop income streams 
through eco-tourism and consultancy and partner 
with government and donors for wide-scale impact.

“Our dream is for every village to transform 
mangope into gardens. We want Lesotho to be 
known not for erosion, but for regeneration,” says 
Motšoari.

Environment

What began as a birthday gathering in No-
vember 2019, on the degraded hills of  
Boqate, sparked a movement that is now 

transforming Lesotho’s most eroded landscapes. 
From that dusty day emerged the Re Kata Man-

gope Foundation, a home-grown effort to reclaim 
land scarred by deep gullies, known locally as man-
gope.

In Lesotho, mangope—or dongas—are more 
than just environmental scars. They are symbols of  
lost productivity, unsafe terrain, and communities at 
risk. 

These deep, hazardous gullies, carved by decades 
of  water runoff  and poor land management, render 
vast tracts of  land unusable. But one foundation is 

proving that these wounds can be healed.
“We felt the land and Lesotho deserve better. 

We wanted to turn scars into gardens, erosion into 
ecosystems of  hope and poverty into opportunity,” 
Advocate Makhetha Motšoari, founder of  Re Kata 
Mangope, explains.

At Boqate Hills Resort & Leisure, where gullies 
once dominated the terrain, the foundation piloted 
simple, sustainable methods that have now caught 
national attention. 

The approach begins with used tires, placed at the 

Over time, layers of  compost, organic brush and 
recycled farm waste are added to regenerate fertility.

-

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

disruptions ripple far beyond clinics. 
“In climate-affected rural areas, women are often 

forced to give birth at home due to lack of  water or 
skilled birth attendants,” she said. 

She recounted a case of  a woman who was at a 
health facility, maternal waiting homes and ready to 
give birth, but was met with a challenge of  lack of  
water and to be helped, she had to pay strangers to 
fetch water, as the facility had none.

The meeting indicated that women in agriculture 

“Loss of  crops means not only lost income but 
reduced autonomy, pushing some into vulnerable 
situations where sexual and gender-based violence 
rises, and unintended pregnancies follow,” Mokone 
said.

She further noted that these conditions also erode 
young women’s ability to participate meaningfully in 
agricultural production or rural development. 

Unspoken Truths: 
Stories That Must 
Be Told 

Beyond progress, 2025 also revealed challenges often left unspo-
ken. Gender-based violence in farming, the unpaid labour of  
herd boys, and emerging threats to youth prosperity reminded us 

of  the complex social realities behind agriculture. Editing these pieces 
was sobering but underscored the vital role of  journalism in giving voice 
to those too often overlooked.

This article explores how climate 
change in Lesotho is not only 
affecting agricultural productiv-

ity but also creating cascading social 
challenges. It highlights the dispropor-

Climate Change and Agriculture: 
An Emerging Threat to Health, 
Gender Equity and Youth 
Prosperity

tionate impact on women and youth, 
who face increased workloads, reduced 
income opportunities and heightened 
vulnerability to poverty. By linking en-
vironmental stressors with social in-

equities, the story emphasises the need 
for integrated policies that address both 
climate resilience and social protection. 
Through interviews with farmers, youth 
leaders and gender advocates, the article 

underscores the importance of  includ-
ing marginalised voices in planning and 
decision-making, showing that sustain-
able agricultural development is insep-
arable from social equity.
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This article focuses on the challenges 
faced by herd boys in rural Lesotho, 
whose labour is often critical yet under-

valued. They face long hours, harsh conditions 
and little to no compensation while simultane-
ously missing educational opportunities and 
social support. The story incorporates inter-
views with both young workers and communi-

Unpaid, 
Unseen, and 
Undervalued: 
The Plight of 
Lesotho’s Herd 
Boys

ty members, shedding light on the human cost 
of  maintaining livestock systems. By bringing 
these voices to the forefront, the article em-
phasises the importance of  labour protections, 
equitable compensation, and social recognition 
for young agricultural workers. It also raises 
broader questions about how society values 
work that sustains food systems.

2 | 01 August - 28 August 2025

They rise before dawn and sleep beneath stars, 
guarding Lesotho’s wealth on footpaths that 
crisscross the highlands. Herd boys, the un-

sung backbone of  the country’s livestock sector, 
play a critical role in the national economy. Yet, they 
remain locked out of  labour protections, forgotten 
by policy and burdened by a legacy of  
neglect.

Despite their vital con-
tribution, herders often 
work without contracts, 
compensation or rec-
ognition. 

Systemic isolation, 
illiteracy and lack of  
legal frameworks 
make them one of  
the country’s most 
vulnerable labour 
groups.

“There is a common 
practice where employers 
avoid paying wages and instead 
promise an animal at the end of  the 
year as compensation for the work done, but when 
that time comes, they always have excuses. The ani-
mal never comes,” says Retšelisitsoe Ntsamo, a for-
mer herd boy, now aged 32. 

“You walk away empty-handed after a year of  
service, and we wonder why many boys escape to 
South African farms and security companies; they 
do so seeking dignity they don’t get when working 
in the country,” Ntsamo narrates.

Childhood Lost to the Mountains
While herding livestock is traditionally seen as a 

on their journeys through ragged mountains and 
harsh weather conditions, it has become a trap for 
too many young boys. 

According to the Lesotho Association of  
Non-Formal Education (LANFE), children as 
young as nine are being pulled out of  school to herd 
animals and work in conditions that do not even 
meet global employment standards.

“We have recorded high numbers of  child herd-
ers, particularly in the Mokhotlong district,” LAN-
FE Executive Director, Tšepang Matsietsa, reveals. 

“Our 2024 internal assessment revealed that over 
4,000 boys between ages 9 and 17 are attending 
LANFE-coordinated numeracy and literacy classes 
in different rural areas across the country. This is 
evidence of  a strong overlap between herding and 
early school dropout.”

Matsietsa revealed that many of  the boys leave 
school for reasons that may seem irrational. 

“Some are drawn by the gifts given to herders by 
different NGOs, such as new gumboots or blan-
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Unpaid, Unseen and Undervalued: 
The Plight of Lesotho’s Herd Boys

-

It is not just poverty that drives the boys to herding,” 
Matsietsa says.

cultural pride and at times coercion by adults, in-

To reach the boys, Matsietsa says LANFE runs 
late evening numeracy and literacy classes 

from 8:00 PM to 10:00 PM tailored to 
herders’ availability. 

“While these efforts offer 
hope, progress is slow in most 

districts except Mokhotlong, 
which is performing excep-
tionally well,” Matsietsa 
says, noting systemic ne-
glect remains the norm, 
hindering any potential 
progress.

A Cry for Protection 
and Recognition
Founded in 2019, the Mon-

na Ka Khomo Association, also 
known as the Lesotho Herdsmen As-

sociation, has been lobbying for herders’ rights. 
Based in Thaba-Tseka, with operations in Mok-

hotlong and Qacha’s Nek, the association advocates 
for labour protections, formal recognition and de-
cent working conditions, fair compensation and rec-
ognition under the labour law for herd boys across 
the country. 

“We established Monna Ka Khomo to give 
herders a voice,” Chairman Motlalentoa Hlahlisi 
explains.

He adds, “We are pushing for humane treatment, 
fair wages and legal agreements that will acknowl-
edge herders for their role in the chain of  Lesotho’s 
economy.”

In 2023, the association drafted a proposed em-
ployment contract to be signed by the chief, the 
employer and the employee, a document they had 
hoped would be adopted countrywide when an em-
ployment of  a herder is happening.

“The contract included a commitment from 
the chief  to prevent child labour, a clause for fair 

describes; however, to their shock, the Ministry of  
Labour and Employment rejected the proposal, say-
ing they don’t have stationery to print and distribute 
it nationwide.

“We couldn’t believe it. The excuse was ‘no pa-
per,’ yet this was a real step toward ending the ex-
ploitation of  young boys and protecting those of  
age from harsh working conditions,” says Hlahlisi.

Informality Breeds Abuse
Lesotho’s Labour Code Order No. 24 of  1992 

grants all workers’ rights to contracts, fair wages, and 
rest. But in practice, herders remain excluded. 

There is no national wage scale for herders, no 
inspections and little recourse for abuse.

-
ment. He never followed through. I thought if  I 
worked harder, he would change his mind. But the 
year ended, and so did my hope,” recounts Ntsamo.

Lekhiba Kolisang, deputy chairperson of  the 
Liqaleng Herder Grazing Association, on the other 

abuse are common norms within the livestock op-
erations chain.

“Employers often renege on agreements claim-
ing the herder made a mistake that voids the deal,” 
he narrates.

“This destroys the morale of  the herders. Under 
these inhumane treatments and due to the nature of  
the expected working arrangements, many herders 
go months without decent food, clothing or shelter, 
topped with working that hard at no pay.”

Though his community has no reported child 
labour cases, Kolisang stresses the poor living con-
ditions faced by herders, including a lack of  hygiene, 
no toiletries, and unequal access to food.

“They eat at the employer’s house, but their meals 
are different from those of  the families. It’s subtle 
discrimination that cuts deep,” he says.

Dehumanised and Isolated
Poor hygiene has become a source of  public 

shame and ridicule, further isolating herders from 
the rest.

“It’s not that they choose to be dirty. They are not 
paid enough to maintain basic hygiene. The public 
mocks them instead of  questioning the system,” 
Hlahlisi notes.

According to Monna ka Khomo, herders are not 
-

has no legal bearing.
“Why are herders not formally included under 

the wage bill like factory or domestic workers?” 
Hlahlisi asks. 

-
es

The social isolation of  herders is also profound. 
Many live alone in remote cattle posts for months, 
sometimes years.

“I once asked a young herder how he was do-
ing emotionally. He said he didn’t know life had joy; 
he had never felt it. My heart broke,” Matsietsa re-
counts.

This lack of  socialisation can have long-term im-
pacts. 

Ntsamo points to behavioural challenges, includ-
ing instances of  sexual violence that stem from so-
cial disconnection.

“These boys grow up without learning how to re-
late to others. They need structured social programs, 
rest days and emotional support.”

Hlahlisi agrees, “…herders are seen as criminals. 
Communities don’t want to see them gathering to-
gether, medical staff  at health facilities refuse to treat 
them properly due to hygiene issues, and because 
their diets are poor and unbalanced, their mental 
and physical health deteriorates, making them look 
frail.”

A Call for Action
LANFE and Monna Ka Khomo are calling for 

a comprehensive national strategy to uplift herders. 
They propose the inclusion of  herders in the 

national wage bill, formalisation of  employment 
contracts for herders, registering herders in a nation-
al database, strengthening inspection and enforce-
ment, as well as investing in tailored education and 
mental health support.

In 2023, the Ministry of  Labour acknowledged 
herders’ exclusion and promised to include them 
under the National Social Protection Strategy, but 
implementation remains stalled by budget con-
straints and geographical challenges.

“Until herders are included in national policy 
and public consciousness, Lesotho will continue to 
thrive on invisible labour that is highly brutalised 
and exploited. These boys deserve more than sur-
vival; they deserve recognised and respected digni-
ty,” Hlahlisi emphasises.

…at least 4000 are receiving 
numeracy and literacy education

By Molula Mofosi 

Herdboys in Lesotho

News

“
...He said he 

didn’t know life 
had joy; he had 

never felt it.

”

The Untold 
Violence 
Against 
Women in 
Agriculture
This story brings to light the often-over-

looked gender-based violence faced by 
women working in the agricultural sector. 

From harassment in labour settings to exclusion 
from land and resources, the article exposes sys-
temic barriers that limit women’s participation 
and productivity. Through personal testimonies, 

it emphasises both the emotional and economic toll 
of  such violence. The piece calls for policy reforms, 
community awareness campaigns and targeted sup-
port programmes, highlighting the urgent need to 
protect women and ensure that their contributions 
to Lesotho’s agriculture are recognised, valued and 
safe.
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Gender-based violence in Lesotho is often 
discussed in the context of  homes, ro-
mantic partnerships and public safety. Yet 

in rural agricultural communities where land, live-

violence unfolds quietly, remains unrecorded and 
unchallenged. It is a violence perpetuated not only 

dispossession of  women who feed the nation.

harvest, and tend animals. They bear the burden 
of  sustaining households, contributing up to 80 
per cent of  family farm labour, according to a 
2025 World Bank review. Yet they own a mere 15 
per cent of  the land. Their labour feeds Lesotho, 

-
-

balance operates as a daily, unspoken violence that 
heightens women’s vulnerability and strips them of  
economic agency.

For many women, this begins in childhood, 
where boys are groomed as heirs while girls are 
prepared for caregiving. It continues into adult-
hood, where widows lose land overnight, daugh-
ters are denied inheritance, and sisters are excluded 

protect them. In a country where 86 per cent of  
women report experiencing some form of  vio-
lence in their lifetime, according to Gender Links 
(2015), agricultural spaces remain one of  the least 
examined sites of  this harm.

In Ha Rankakala, Qacha’s Nek, 34-year-old 
Mpho Lemena lives this paradox. The youngest 
daughter in a subsistence farming family, she grew 
up in her father’s shadow; his helper, his student 
and his pride. She remembers trailing behind him 

to prune maize stalks, recognising the signs of  a 
sick cow and understanding the changing moods 
of  the land.

“My father used to show me that the seeds a 
person plants today may feed him or her in the fu-
ture,” she recalls, her voice tightening as memories 
resurface. “He enabled me to see how animals and 
crops can make a living.”

However, when her father died, the affection 
and teachings she received vanished under the 
weight of  tradition. Suddenly, the same brothers 
who never set foot in the kraal became the “rightful 
heirs,” while Mpho, who manages expenses, buys 
fodder, plants crops, and maintains the homestead, 
was reduced to a mere helper.

“I always receive a call from home when ani-

fertiliser. But during harvesting, there is no call,” 
she says. 

“When the question arises, ‘ Who will sell the 

Their hands do not feed the cattle, but they reap 
the fruits.”

The imbalance is so normalised that Mpho’s 
brothers jokingly rename every productive female 
cow after her. To them, it is light humour; to her, it 
is a painful metaphor; she is deemed useful enough 
to labour and produce, but not worthy enough to 
own.

Her experience mirrors that of  thousands of  
rural women whose names appear on receipts for 
seeds and fertilisers but never on land title deeds or 
livestock sale agreements. 

This pattern is replicated across districts, where 
traditional systems override modern laws, leaving 
women at the mercy of  male relatives in decisions 
that shape the future of  farms and family econom-
ics.

These forms of  discrimination rarely make their 
way into police stations or courtrooms, yet they 

contribute directly to women’s vulnerability. 
Experts warn that such injustices breed resent-

ment, helplessness and emotional wounds that are 
as damaging as physical violence.

In Berea’s Ha Patrick, Makatleho Rakabaele car-
ries a different but equally devastating story. When 
her husband died, she found herself  grieving not 
only his loss but the sudden collapse of  the life 
they build together. 

His relatives arrived within days, claiming all 

leaving her with no means to feed her children.
“They said I was just a woman for their brother, 

not the heir of  the family,” she recalls, her voice 
trembling. 

“I was trying to heal and think of  how to care 
for my children, but they took everything.”

Makatleho had no choice but to abandon farming 
even though she had managed the farm while her 
husband was alive. Losing land meant losing eco-
nomic autonomy, family stability and the ability to 
keep her children food-secure. 

It is a fate experienced by many widows across 
Lesotho, despite the Land Act of  2010, which 
promises equal rights to land ownership.

Women like Makatleho retreat from agriculture 
not out of  choice but out of  fear and exhaustion. 

-
en plough is a stolen opportunity. Every silenced 
woman is a silenced farm.

Gender specialist Dr Mamoeketsi Ntho, who 
has studied patterns of  violence within agricultural 
settings, warns that many programmes designed to 
support farming overlook gender realities. 

Mechanisation, she says, often ends up strength-
ening male control rather than empowering wom-
en.

“Women farmers may be happy that there are 
machines in farming that decrease labour, but the 
truth is that those machines will be under the con-
trol of  men. That grants men another level of  eco-
nomic power over women,” she explained.

The danger, she argues, lies in the deep-rooted 
patriarchy driving rural life. Even when women 
possess the skills, knowledge, and labour capacity, 
decision-making still defaults to men. 

“Farming itself  is driven by patriarchy and that 
increases cases of  women’s violations,”

Dr. Ntho adds that while laws exist to protect 
women, implementation remains weak, charging 
that many community leaders continue to apply 
customary norms over statutory law. 

“A woman seeking land is often asked about her 
husband even if  she is widowed, single or the pri-
mary caretaker.”

By Topollo Tlali

News

The Untold Violence Against 
Women in Agriculture

News

“Most people lack knowledge, and there is a 

violence in communities,” she noted. 
She warned that women celebrated the Land 

Act of  2010 without fully understanding its limits: 
“Many registered their residential land but forgot 
agricultural land is also valuable.”

She stressed that community structures; from 
village councils to chiefs, often reinforce outdat-
ed systems that deprive women of  their economic 
rights, noting that chiefs may resist issuing land to 
women, relatives may seize property from widows, 

-

“The consequences ripple far beyond individual 
families. When women lose land, agricultural out-
put drops. When daughters are discouraged from 
farming, rural labour shrinks. When widows are 
dispossessed, entire households become food-in-
secure,” she pointed out. 

In a country where women produce between 60 
and 80 percent of  the food, according to the FAO, 
their exclusion is not only a gender crisis but a na-
tional food security threat.

-
national frameworks meant to protect women, 
including the SADC Protocol on Gender and De-
velopment, which aimed to halve levels of  violence 
by 2015, and the Sexual Offences Act of  2003. But 
despite policy advancements, violence persists, of-
ten unreported, unresolved, or ignored. 

According to the Afrobarometer 2022 survey, 
customary norms continue to subordinate women, 
overshadowing legal reforms and leaving women 
trapped in cycles of  dependence and exploitation.

Domestic violence remains rampant yet widely 
unreported, partly because communities do not 
know how to identify abuse or do not trust institu-
tions meant to handle cases. Some families choose 
silence to “maintain peace,” while others fear retal-
iation, stigma or community shame.

In agricultural households, violence is not al-
ways physical; it may involve withholding land, 

credit for their work, or excluding them from de-
cisions affecting their livelihoods. This makes agri-
cultural gender-based violence harder to quantify, 
yet its impact is deeply felt.

“Farming is not just about soil and livestock but 
our future,” says Makatleho. “If  gender-based vi-
olence continues, I fear the land will forget about 
women as the main caretakers.”

Her fear echoes across rural Lesotho. Women 
like Mpho and Makatleho are the backbone of  
agricultural production, yet they remain invisi-
ble when wealth, ownership, and recognition are 
distributed. Their hands plant the seeds, but their 
names disappear at harvest.

As the 16 Days of  Activism campaign draws 
attention to gender-based violence across sectors, 
Makatleho challenges that Lesotho must confront 

cannot achieve food security while its primary pro-
ducers suffer silent violence. It cannot modernise 
agriculture while excluding the women who sus-
tain it, and it cannot hope for development while 
leaving half  its citizens vulnerable to economic and 
emotional harm.”

violence, especially in agriculture, cannot be con-

family homesteads, and the agricultural projects 
that shape rural life. It must demand not only pro-
tection but recognition. Recognition that the land 
belongs to women as much as men, and that no 
society can progress while its food producers re-
main oppressed.”
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Anticipating 2026

As 2025 draws to a close, it leaves a clear picture of both progress and the 
work that remains. Agriculture is at the heart of Lesotho’s economy, resil-
ience, and future. However, pressing challenges persist, including climate 
change, social inequities and gaps in policy implementation and support.

Looking ahead to 2026, the sector is attracting more attention, innovation 
and investment. For us, this is a call to diversify, deepen, and innovate. To 
not only report on events but also analyse trends, amplify marginalised 

voices and shape the conversation around sustainable agricultural growth. 
We anticipate greater opportunities for youth, women and smallholder 

farmers, alongside a continued focus on climate-smart agriculture, mech-
anisation and rural development initiatives.

Ultimately, 2026 presents a chance to build on the foundation laid this year 
— to continue telling the stories that matter, highlighting progress, con-
fronting challenges, and inspiring action. For us, it is a year to report with 

purpose, amplify change, and celebrate resilience, ensuring Lesotho’s agri-
culture sector remains both visible and valued.

We urge you to look forward with excitement to our new projects and prod-
ucts, which are designed solely to make agriculture more fashionable.

Let’s meet again in 2026.
Happy Holidays.

Lerato Matheka
Managing Editor, 

Sehlapong Vegetable Production
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1. The Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho has re-
-
-

the contract for the Supply, Delivery and Installation of Hail Net-
ting for seven (7) farms for Lesotho Horticultural Incubation 
and training Centre (CAFI-WB-G-06).

-

Supply, Delivery and 
Installation of Hail Netting for seven (7) farms for Lesotho Hor-
ticultural Incubation and Training Centre.

Ref Farms Delivery and 
Installation 
Sites

Estimated 
Completion 
Period 
(Weeks)

1.
Farm

Mapoteng 4-6

2. 4-6

3. 4-6

4. - 4-6

5.
Farm

4-6

6.
Farm

- 4-6

7. - 4-6

Maluti Fresh Produce -
-

-

-

-

-

Job Description

-

-

-

SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION OF HAIL NETTING FOR SEVEN (7) FARMS FOR LESOTHO HORTICULTURAL INCUBATION AND TRAINING CENTRE

Farm Operator

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

Vacancy

12/12/2025 at 
14h00

Competitiveness and Financial 
Inclusion Project, 1st Floor ‘Matanki House, Corner Balfour and 
Kingsway Road on or before January 15, 2026, at 10h00.

-

January 15, 
2026, at 10h15. 

Ref Farms Amount (LSL)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

-

-

Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion Project
1st Floor ‘Matanki House, Corner Balfour and Kingsway Road

P.O. Box 747, Maseru 100, Lesotho
Tel: 22 315 100

• -

• 
• 
• -

• 
conditions.

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• 
• 
• -

tion.
• 
• 
• 

How to Apply
-
-

-

Sixth Edition, February 2025
-

-
tion from Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion (CAFI) Project 
Management Unit from following email Address: 

 and 
 Pro-

curement Unit from 09h00 to 16h00 hours at the address given 

Nedbank Account Name is: Com-
petitiveness and Financial Inclusion Project Maloti Ac-
count (Ministry of Trade and Industry), Account Number is: 
11990167259 and Branch Name is: Maseru Branch.

mandatory site visit

Farms Sites Site Visit Date

11/12/2025 at 
09h00

11/12/2025 at 
11h00

- 11/12/2025 at 
14h00

- 11/12/2025 at 
15h00

12/12/2025 at 
10h00

12/12/2025 at 
12h00

Key Responsibilities
• 

-

• 

• 
-

• -

• -

• 

• 

• -

• -

• -

Required Skills
• 

• 

• 

Ministry of Trade, Industry & Business Development 
COMPETITVENESS AND FINANCIAL INCLUSION (CAFI) PROJECT 
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Science Journalism Key to Informed Societies

Safeguarding Soils, Vegetation and 
Wildlife for a Sustainable Future

P
RETORIA- Science journalists from around 
the world recently gathered in Africa for the 
13th World Conference of  Science Journalists 

(WCSJ), where experts called for accurate, accessible, 
and responsible reporting of  science to empower 
societies to make informed decisions and foster re-
silience.

place on African soil. It brought together scientists, 

of  science journalism in a world shaped by climate 
change, health crises, technology, and misinforma-
tion.

Under the theme “Science Journalism and Social 
Justice: Journalism that Builds Understanding and 
Resilience,” the conference featured keynote ad-
dresses and 58 parallel sessions, including seminars, 
workshops, and lectures. A total of  196 speakers par-

participants’ engagement with science in practical 
contexts.

In his opening address, South Africa’s Minister 

journalism in society, stating that science journalism 
is essential not only for fostering an appreciation of  

edge contributes to a just and humane world.

crimination, stereotypes and bias while promoting 
human rights and the dignity of  all people, especially 

mande.
He warned that fake news and misinformation 

pose a serious threat to public trust in science and 

The Minister also urged the responsible integra-

P
RETORIA – Healthy ecosystems are essen-

ty. When one element is damaged, the entire system 

Fertile soils underpin food production and support 
rangelands on which animals depend for grazing, 

role in maintaining ecological balance and supporting 
tourism-based economies. When these systems are 
compromised, both plant and animal ecosystems suf-
fer, often with long-lasting effects.

Africa’s School of  Ecological and Human Sustainabil-
ity has warned that unsustainable land-use practices, 

fragile ecosystems. 
He stated that the uncontrolled use of  off-road 

permitted only under strict regulation.
“If  it is to be allowed, it should be according to 

rigorously enforced rules, underpinned by sound sci-

not only ecological assets but also the backbone of  
the tourism industry. Wildlife attracts tourists through 

economic growth in protected areas.

By Thoboloko Ntšonyane

By Thoboloko Ntšonyane

compared to other areas of  reporting. He explained 

ates on a different timeline.

rushed, and a medical breakthrough cannot be con-
densed into a few characters without losing its es-
sence,” he said.

read widely, learn from experienced science reporters, 

ing process.
“For me, the strongest science stories are built 

complexity that truly matter,” he said.
The conference also celebrated excellence in Af-

rican science reporting through the African Science 

and impact of  science journalism on the continent.

was honoured for her long-term documentation of  

The judging panel, which included seasoned sci-
ence journalist Joseph Joslain Mbeng Boum alongside 

lecting the winners was particularly challenging due 
to the exceptionally high standard of  entries. They 
described spending many sleepless nights deliberat-

The next World Conference of  Science Journalists 
is scheduled to take place in 2027 in the United King-

Science

intelligence, without compromising journalistic in-
tegrity.

gaps in science journalism across Africa and between 

science diplomacy and help strengthen global solidar-
ity in the face of  shared challenges.

Throughout the conference, discussions under-
scored the importance of  building trust between 
journalists and scientists and the need for clear, 
simple explanations of  science to enable public un-

sures, limited access to data and public scepticism 
towards science.

journalists to establish new professional networks, 
while strongly emphasising ethical journalism and 

information and disinformation undermine respon-

the media and science.
Dr Ebrahim Samodien from the South African 

Medical Research Council warned that health jour-

sensationalism that could incite unnecessary panic.
“The public can only make informed decisions if  

ed sources,” he said, challenging journalists to criti-

before disseminating it to the public.

for debunking misinformation and disinformation 
were also explored, with journalists encouraged to 
collaborate beyond national boundaries and adopt 

One participant, Barbra Sehlule Muzata, highlight-

holder farmers in Africa. She explained that these 

prolonged droughts, extreme heat, and increasingly 
unpredictable weather patterns.

from climate shocks. She stressed that climate-smart 
agriculture and adaptation strategies are becoming 

Muzata emphasised that supporting smallholder 
farmers is not only an African issue but a global one, 

al food security. Calling for greater media attention, 
she said: “This is a science story that demands imme-
diate attention.”

Duncan Mboyah, chairperson of  the Kenya En-

systems. He pointed out that soil compaction and 
crusting are common problems in game farms, na-

“Soil compaction and crusting are caused by physi-
cal forces applied to the soil surface, such as raindrop 

While both wet and dry soils can be affected, he 

he said.

the total area of  compacted soil.”

to soil crusting, especially in areas with high stocking 
rates or concentrated grazing. The combined impact 

he said.

soil degradation, citing that the soils of  this region 
are old and found in semi-arid areas. These soils are 

paction, and erosion,” he said.
“This region is located in the mid-latitudes of  the 

Southern Hemisphere. The dominant soils here differ 

nents in the Northern Hemisphere and the soils of  
the humid tropics.”

He further explained that sub-surface soil compac-

the soil beneath the surface becomes compacted, 
roots are unable to penetrate deeper layers to access 
water.

ter stored in the subsoil,” he said. “As a result, plants 

is often referred to as the ‘water trough’ for plants.”

research has shown that the damage can persist for 
42 to 200 years, thereby inducing long-term drought 

ity if  left unaddressed.

lined three key approaches: chemical, physical, and 
biological.

The chemical approach focuses on rebuilding soil 
structure so that the soil can bind together and re-

“These include replanting grass, using compost tea 
to nourish the soil, and placing palm-leaf  mats and 
sisal in deep erosion channels, known as dongas, to 
protect the soil,” he explained.

Additional rehabilitation measures include packing 
dry branches in eroded areas, constructing small grass 

to stabilise slopes, and building durable structures 
such as gabions to control erosion in dongas.

“These methods help keep the soil in place and 

protected areas. He noted that this pressure is often 

Despite these risks, he emphasised that tourism re-

stated that the challenge lies in managing tourism ac-

“Tourism has measurable ecological impacts, but 

he said.

long-term ecological sustainability rather than short-

“Sustainability depends on science-led deci-
sion-making,” he said.

ence journalists in protecting ecosystems. He stated 

racy of  ecological reporting, translating complex re-

tion policies.
By responsibly telling these stories, he said, jour-

life are safeguarded not only for tourism and econom-
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15 Sheep Slaughtered 
Overnight by Unknown 
Wild Predator

The Misfortune of 
Hoko’s 197 Sheep

By Topollo Tlali

By Topollo Tlali

Science Climate Change/Environment

ABerea farmer has been left devastated 
after an unknown wild predator slaugh-
tered 15 sheep in a single night, sending 

shockwaves through the Ha Tebeli community 
and raising concerns about the growing hu-

scale livestock farmer, woke up to a scene of  
horror when he went to check his kraal in the 

soaked ground, injured animals and lifeless 
sheep scattered across what he believed was a 

“I wake up every morning to check my an-

sheep were lying down, some dead, some bad-

Of  the 15 sheep attacked, seven were killed 

decision to slaughter the injured sheep to pre-

The incident has instilled fear across Ha Te-
beli village, an area surrounded by thick veg-
etation, where residents say they have never 

lagers were particularly alarmed by the silence 

“There were no dogs barking, no strange 

The identity of  the animal responsible re-
mains unknown, heightening anxiety among 

“If  we knew what animal this was, we could 

livestock is not just an asset but his sole source 

“Marino rearing is how I support my family 

them like this weakens my ability to provide,” 

lighted the importance of  livestock insurance, 
admitting that although he was aware of  such 

“I always planned to insure my animals, but 

that livestock attacks have been reported re-

farmer recently reported that her ducks were 

Fsheep, farming has always been an act 

tested on a cold afternoon in Semonkong’s 

sheep within minutes as they were being 

“The day started normally, like any oth-

and hoped for a handsome income,” Hoko 
recalled, noting that the morning passed 

On that day, he worked closely with his 
herd boys, guiding them through the shear-

shorn sheep were being driven home, ac-
companied by dogs that protected both the 

“The sheep were healthy, the wool was 

But the weather changed without warn-

“There were a few clouds in the sky, and I 
thought we would be home before anything 

the rain turned into violent hail, pounding 

The herd boys attempted to move the 

people and animals, forcing the herd boys to 

“There was nowhere to hide for the sheep 

Hoko tried to lift one sheep, he slipped and 

The loss was overwhelming, not just emo-

dead were breeding ewes that an association 

represented years of  struggle, family wealth, 
and the savings my father and I built togeth-

He added that villagers are considering or-
ganising a coordinated search to identify pos-
sible predator habitats and signs of  wildlife 

unsure where to formally report the case, al-

response team to assist farmers during threats 

ing sheep to the highlands under the care of  

“Even after moving them, every night I still 

outs; just guidance on how to protect our ani-

facing rural communities as human–wildlife 

wildlife conservation remains critical to tour-
ism development, but incidents involving stray 

wild animals to the Department of  Environ-
ment, which is responsible for wildlife conser-

man settlements, overgrazing, climate change, 
and habitat loss are pushing wild animals clos-

declining natural prey due to drought and eco-
logical disruption forces carnivores to turn to 

parts of  the United States and Canada, coyotes 
prey on sheep and goats; in Europe, wolves 
and bears attack livestock; while in parts of  

The Ha Tebeli incident may signal a local-
ised ecological imbalance, where disrupted 
natural food systems are driving predators into 

underscores the urgent need for coordinated 
government response, farmer education, im-
proved livestock protection infrastructure and 

livestock; they are becoming a threat to us,” 

“To calculate how much money disap-
pears in a few minutes, it feels unreal,” he 

Unable to salvage the carcasses, Hoko 
distributed meat to villagers and buried the 

Beyond the immediate loss, the disaster 

explained that livestock insurance remains 

“Most insurance schemes only cover an-

new to Hoko, he stated they have become 

“In the past, we worried about drought 

natural signs to predict the seasons, a knowl-
edge that has grown unreliable amid chang-

“Climate change, for me, is watching 
healthy sheep in the morning and seeing 
them dead in the afternoon while I am com-

Hoko has called on responsible authori-
ties to invest in covered sheep and goat shel-
ters at shearing centres, arguing that freshly 
shorn animals should not be forced to travel 

“Shearing centres must be designed with 

sation, Hoko mentioned that the Disaster 

Despite the loss, his resolve remains un-

“The storm killed my sheep, but it did not 

is a journey I inherited from my father, and 
I will continue working it for those coming 

Climate change is increasingly recognised 
as a major threat to livestock systems world-

and extreme weather events undermine ani-
mal welfare, pasture availability, and produc-

immense pressure on farmers who depend 

tional Climate Change Strategy promotes 
coordination, community participation, and 
adaptation, implementation remains con-
strained by limited funding and economic 

Bosholu Likoluoa

Mafu Likotsi

Letsetsa: 2221 5600

Meraka e fana ka tšireletso lisoseng 
tse lateng tsa tahleho ea mehlape

Melao le lipehelo li teng.Alliance ke bafani ba litšebeletso tsa lichelete ba ngolisitsoeng ka molao.
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National Market Day

News

Recap In  Pictures

Market Day

SEAHLOLO

Ready. Set. Shop!
Bank on great 
deals at the 
National Market Day

January


